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THE BATTLE OF HAMICH RIDGE
16=25 November 1944
2d Bn., 47th Inf,, 9th Division
Interview with Lt, Col, Lewis E, ilaness, CO, 24 Bn., 47th Inf,
Place: RAGUHN, Germany., Date: 14 lay 1945
Maps Used: Germany, 1:25,000, Sheets 5203 (STOLBERG), 5103

(ESCHWEILER), 5104 (DUREN) .
fﬂ"f‘f‘*ﬁ}" 78 Ac€ ompany AcCounTs oF [-2-3 247
Journals not used; ter-action report of 47th Inf., used to check
dates, y

Interviewer: Maj, Kenneth W, Hechler, 2d Info & Hist. Sv,

At the start of the operation, on 16 November, the 24 Bn,
was in position 4 mile southwest of SCHEVANHUTTE (005420), The
companies were allm ngt quite up to strengthe== about 140-150 men
per company-# but this had no tactical effect upon their perform-
ance, Companlies were habitually rotated, in order to give them
sufficient rest in reserve,

The terrain for the operation wgs flat and open, with
only a few small hills which allowed a man to get in defilade 1if
close enough to the ground, to avoid mamkima small arms fire,

The ground was good for the operation of tanks, with the exception
of several boggy spots, notably to the left of the road into
HUCHZLN (000475)« Open beet fields were the chiaf characteristic
of the ground over which the 24 Bn, operated, Most of the action
occurred between two parallel sets of railroad tracks in a 500-yard
wide strip of ground running generally east and northeast in an area
south of LSCHWLILER and WELISWEILER as far east as LANGERWEHE,

All of tnis territory was under enemy observation, "And

he could hit the rails at any spot with his artillery," added
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Col, Maness, i |

Un D=Day, 16 November, the 2d Bn, marched to the pO=
sitions on the southern and eastern edges of KREWINKEL (980410)
vacated by the 1lst Bn, when the latter attacked GRESSENICH,

Unly 2 small amount of artillery was received, and these moves
were completed on 17 November, The following day, enemy air was
active, and strafing planes riddled the kitchen equipment of G Co,
with anti-personnel bombs, but caused no casualties.

For the next few days until 235 November, the 24 Bn, re-
mained in regimental reserve in the same positionds On that day, the
battalion moved north through GRESSENICH, HASTENRATH (975446), VOLKEN-
RATH (977454) and BOHL (974456), then cut northeast to NOTHBERG
(980460), The move started at 0500, and the battalion received
no opposition until approximat@ly daylight- when, upon entering
NOTHBERG, the enemy @pparently observed the troops coming in and
delivered several artillery concentrations mm which interdicted
key crossroads in town, The move was made in a column of companies,
with the tanks and TDs following behind the riflamun.

On 24 November, the 24 Bn, attacked at 1000 between the
two rallroad tracks, with HUCHELN the objective., The plan conteme
plated that elements of the 3d Armored Divid on attack in this di=
rection at 1300 should the 24 Bn, be unable to reach HUCHELN,

The rtalroad tracks on the south side of the battalion sector of
advance were built up slightly; those on the north side were low

and level, Neither furnished any protection, but were invitations
for enemy observation coming frém high ground in the town of HUCHELN
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and a high =lag=pile at (998482)., Un the ground which the 2d
Bn, had to cover, there was a gentle slope from right down to
left (south to north).

. Tnstructions from higher headquarters specified that ﬁhﬂ
battalion stop and dig in if the resistance was too heavy.
"I don't want you to get involved in a big fight; keep casual-

ties down, .

were regiment'!s instructions to Col, Maness., Col,
Maness noted that "you can't dig in and get protection in an
open field,"

The bab talion sent out several patrols along the right
rallroad tracks and between the left railroad tracks and the
road which bisects the battalion sector, but the patrols spotted

nothing and there was no indicatkdnm of the numbers, disposition

and defenses of therenemy prior $o the jumpoff,

The 81lmm morters fired from NOTHBERG, and TDs delivered
supporting fire for the attack from a small rise in NAQTHBERG,
8 heavy machine guns were also set up fo fire from NOTHBIRG,
A ten=-minmute artillery preparation was placed on HUCHELN, and
as this 1ifted 300 rounds of 8lmm mortar =zmf HE and 100 rounds
of smoke on the area of}advanca were to precede the attack.

Col, *aness says that he wnuld/giz:utadthe attack difler-
ently i1f he had known more about the enemy dafansaﬁ. .Hn aariall

photographs were available in advance of the operation, but

Col, Maness state s that an aerial he subsequently saw in the
possession of the 34 Armored Division showed clearly where the

enemy defenses were located; it also indicated that the enemy

: sy _,..-.,....1-_.—--]-
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positions had been misjudged by about 400 yards and that most of
the supporting fire had dropped buyﬂnd,ﬁgiz; main entrenchments,
The enemy had constriicted a powerfully=-manned system of

zigzag trenches between the two sets of raillroad tracks, He was
using a good grade of fighting troops from the 12th Division, with
a few paratroopers mixed in. ‘Nnne cf‘tham.appearad to be trigger-
happy, and they were well-disciplined, allowing the 24 Bn, men
to advance to within 40 yards before opening fire., As a result,
the first fiva men in F Co, were killed at the first burst of enemy
fire,

The battalion advanced with companies abreast, with one
on each side of the road which cuts through the centerwvof the
sector, Attached tanks fired into what thag thought were enemy

positions, but could n ;‘Qt use gth

wij

ﬁjﬁLEunﬂ very effectively
thi infantry at points wheretn the infentry

when not right up wi
could designate targats. The tanks did an effeccive piece of work
on a red house at (996470) which the enemy was using as an OP; at
one point in the operation, eight men were observed to enter the
house, and after the tsnks finished working it over, one German
crawled out,

One enemy tank atb the raillroad junction south of the
slagpile (999478) caused 6ur advancing infantry a great deal of
wuufuntil the fields across which the infantry was advancing were
effectively smoked with the 8lmm mortars.

Problems & battalion-~company communication complicated

the battle for HUCHELN, Although Col, Maness, in his forward OP in

" f

.
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Ehe last house on the eastern edge of HOTHBERG, was only 500«600

vards from his troops, he could not get to them nor teajr comp any
commanders back to him, Artillery knocked out x:::: EGR 300's
and the % Co, @ommander was pinned in his hole by artillery fire,
Col, “aness sent the company executive officers, Lt. Lawrence

Jo McLaughlin of F Co., and Lt, Harry W, Kenny of E Co, forward
to reestablish contact, The company executive officers had been
with Col, Maness in the forward battalion O.P.

At 1430, a batt‘alic}n of tanks from the 3d Armored Division
arrived in NOTHBERG, It was then planned to push the tanks down
the main road toward HUCHEZLN up to the out skirts, then have them
deploy and enter the town from all sides, with the infantry fol-
lowing to clean out the town. The plan was then for the tanks

to push through JOHE-211d' northeast toward LANGERWEHE,

with a company of infantry mountirg a company of tanks to take
FRENZERBURG castle,

The advance into HUCHELN was slowed by minefields in the
road and on both sides of the road, an:i continmied stréng resistance
Irom enemy dug in around the built-up area, and from the woods
southeast of HUCHELN, Marshy ground to the left of the 8 ) il
Poad bogged down several of the tanksj one wa%]it by a mine and
burned south of HUCHELN, Several self-propelled guns firing from
the north railroad tracks were knok ed out by thek= ténks, but be-
ceuse of the mines and bed ground only one company of mediums
could actually enter HUCHELN, This they did shortly after dark

and the town was cleared by 2100 after house-to=house fighting,
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The town was actually entered by F Co. pushing into the left edge,

and then E Co. entering the same way through F Co's sector, Over
100 PWs were captured 1in HUCHELN,

"Had I known that the enemy was dug in so well in thatb
area," commented Col. Maness, "I would not have di sposed my compan-
ies abreast during the attack, but rather would have used a column
of compamies and then sent ons on a right hook through BOVENBERG
through the 3d Bn's sector,"

At a company commanders' meeting in HUGHEi.H on the night
of the 24th, Col, Maness outlined the plang ofa advance for the fol=
lowing day: G Co., up until the the reserve company, would pass
through F and become the left assault company, F reverting to reserve
and E remaining the right assault company. G Co, was assigned to
clear the built-up faetory-areas in WILHELMSHOHE, while E was to
cross open ground along the main road to LANGERWEHE,

In preparation for the next day's attack, the tankers
winched their bng,gad-dr'::wn vehicles out of the marsh and the engin-
eers cleared for mines 211 around and out of HUCHELN, Col, Maness
toldk the tank task force cormander that he would clean the factory
area as far as the LANGERWEHE road, because panzerfausts in the fac=-
tory buildings were a particular menace to the advancl ng tanks,

The battalion attacked at 0830 on 25 November. G Coe
received a great deal of self=-propelled gunfire on the left flank
while pushing toward the road running south from WEISWEILER, E Coep
on the' fight, was engaged in hous e-to-house fighting in order to
break out to the npuh ground.

"y ILHELMSHOHE took practically all day to clear,"

L%h"'
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said Col, Maness, "AtLTEﬁﬁ_EEEJbraaa were on me to get moving, so
1 pished E Co., onto an open field beyond WILHELMSHOHE," Intense
mortar and artiliery fire greeted E Co, in the field, and three
accompanying tanks of the 3d Armored Division were knocked out,
Cross-fire from machine guns, tanks and anti-tank guns soon pinned
down the troops attempting to cross this area, and E Co. suffered
10 killed and 15 wounded. The area was smoked to enable E Co, to
pull back to the protection of buildings in WILHELMSHOHE, and F Co,
wa.s thmn coomitted around the left flank of the battalion sector.
That night the battalion pushed out as far as IMMUNTERN (005483),

At the end of the day on 25 November, E Co, was down to
55 effective fighting men, and the company was in such bad shape
that th&y could be used faor 1itﬁla more than a CP guard, Therefore,
C ol, lManess requested additlonal troops for the next day's mission,
which was to seize the FRENZIRBURG castle, (See separate account
of the fight for the castle, for which K Co, was a‘étachud to the
2d Bn,)

KENNETH W, HECHL
Maje, Inf. (Armored)
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FRENZERBURG CASTLE
26=28 November 1944
2d Bn, (with K Co, atchd,),
4'7th Inf., 9th Div,

Interviews with: Lt, Col, Lewis E, Meness, CO, 24 Bn,, 47th Ing,
Capt, Williem L, McWaters, CO, K Co,

Flace: RAGUHN and GR, BADBGAST, Géfmany, Dates: 14«15 May 1945

Meps Used: Germany, 1:25,000, Sheets 5103 (ESCHWEILER) and 5104 (DUREN),
plus freehand sketches drawn by Col, Maness and Capt, McWaters,

Journals not used; after-action report of 47th Inf, used to check detes,
2 SKetches a;*ﬁ#le%n
Interviewer: Maj, Kehneth W, Hechler, 24 Info & Hist Sv,

FRENZFRBURG castle (019489) waslbhe last objective which
the 47th Ing, captured between the start of the 16 November offensive
and the time the regiment was detached from the lst Division and
pullad_uutn of the line, It commanded the autobshn and the approaches
thereto, and was a fanatically-defended dnemy strongpoint which pree
vented further advances toward the Roer River,

On 24 and 25 November, the 2d Bn, had fought until long after
dark to clear HUCHELN and WILHMEMSHOHE, ahil the battalion was kimadxx
tired and low in strength, 3Since E Coe was hit the hérdast, Col, Mane
ess asked for addiyional troops for the mission of taking the castle
end K Co, was attached, K Co. had also experienced hard fighting in
the two days preceding the attack, in reducing ggemy resistance at the
dairy at BOVENBERG (999469},

The plan 0:[: attéck for 26 November was for a battalion of
tanks from the 3d Armored Divi sion, with Co, F mounting the vehicles,
to attack southeast Trom the I AMUNTERN road toward LANGERWEHE, and
then seize the castle from the south, K Co, was to proceed northeast

along the ral®Road track and protect the left flank of the battalion,
B Cosy supported by two TDs, remained in the viecinity of TWMUNTERN

,

Rl
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and blocked roads in that vicinity,
At 1000 on 26 November, the 24 Bn, and K Co, movedm out
in a coordinated attack, Two platoons of F Co, were loaded on a
company of tanks from the 3d Armored Division, but the tank=infantry
force had not advanced more than 100 yards across an open, cultiva=
ted field before enemy tank fire or anti-tank guns knocked out two
of the leading tanks, A tanker I d a leg blown off, but the mounted
infantry scattered like confetti and miraculously escaped injurye.
This incident occurred at (010484); the enemy fire came from a
point due west of LUCHEM (037490), Both tanks burned, and the enw
emy fire was concentrated so heavily in the vicinity that the attack
was broken up and the tanks were pulled back around the houses in
I MUNTERN,
| Meanwhile K Co, had moved mortheast along the railroad
tracks to (012489); vhin the enemy artillery hit them also,
"It was the heaviest mortar and artillery fire since El Guettar,"
described Capt, McWaters, With no cover, in exposed positions :
along the railroad tracks, and apparently observed from several
directions by the enemy, K Co, was in desperate straits, Capt.
McWaters looked mxmr due east and saw the towers of FRENZERBURG
castle, It lﬁnkad as though the castle were right in the middle
uf.tha woods, Capte. McWaters, figuring he could sneak his company
through th®s woods, decided to tyy and move there in order to get
protection from the heavy artillery am mortar fire, "I jumped
off that morning with 80 men; after five minutes under that artlile
lery, I had lost 20 men," said Capt. McWaters,
K.Gu.:mnvud out from the railroad tracks with the lst and

=5
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3d platoons abreast, ﬂaaﬁhingia small patch of woods which ape

peared to border the castle, the company surprised a group of en=
emy who were just setting up their machine guns and captured 20
PWs, To K Co's surprise, it was discovered that %gg_igigi stretch
of woods ended 300 yards from the castle and that the intervening
ground was open,

The enemy was shelling the woods, and the company commander
was hit; Lt, McWalters then took over the companye With no contact
on either flank, out of radio communication, and unable to get
smoke which was caliad for, K Co, moved out of the woods with
It, Chester Jordan's 3d platoon leading on the right flank, The
1st platoon under Lt. Hubert Urban then attacked on the left flank,
and both platoons over-ran a waist=high hedge halfway to the castle,
The 24 platoon, and H Co's machine guns, set up a base of fire.

After the company had progressed beyond the hedge, ecnemy
who had concealed themselves and dug in deeply along the east side
of the hedge sprang up and attempted to ambush tThe company. S/5gt
James W, Searles, platoon sergeant of the 3d platoon, turned in
time to see what was hapﬁaning, shot off a German officer's jaw,
and the rest of the 40 men were summarily taken prisoner. The
prisoners, along with German wounded and seven American wounded
were taken to one of the three outlying buildings which border tThe

main castle structure, under fire from the second-story windows of
the castle and sniper fire from north of the buildings.

¥x The approach to the castle was guarded by a solidlye
built stone gatehouse, surrounded by a water-filled moat twenty

feet wide, A drawbridge leading to a barricaded oaken door was
the only wayxxka approach to the gatehouse. Three U=shaped build=
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ings surrounded a flat, open r::nurtyard facing the gatehouse and

drawbridge, Observation from the gatehouse on the courtyard and

surrounding buildings was excellent, There was a low, walst=high

stone wall which bordered the moat on the courtyard side, affording

some protection from the second-story windows of the gatehouse,
corners

Only a 10-yard driveway separated tie /satehouse from the corners

of' the two buildings closest to the gatehouse,

K Co. was in a decimated condition when it reached the out=-
lying buildings, with a strength of approximately 50 men, Pfec,
Carl V, Sheridan, bazooka gumner from K Co., saw his ammunitione
bearer wounded in the advance from the woods to the buildings,
Sheridan went back am under énemy fire and procured additional
bazooka rounds, Covered by two riflemén at the southwest corner
of the wall bordering the gatahouu moat, Sheridan worked his way
along the wall on the south side of the moat toward the drawbridge.
Despite approximately eight enemy grenades thrown from the gatehouse
which burst close to him, he fired two rounds from his bazooka,
unassisted, at the oaken door, The rounds weakened the door, but
it was so heavy that probably Pfe, Sheridan realized he would have
to blast off the hinges with his one remaining bazooka round,

By this time gremades, rifle and machine gun fire was were
concentrated on Pfe, Sheridan, but he advanckds to an even mére exe
posed point on the drawbridge approach and fired his last bazooka
pound, After firing this round, Sheriden Jumped to his feet and
after turning back toward his company with a "Come on, let's get

them!” he charged the castle door and was killed within a few feet
of the door on the drawbride , 'F_cr his exploit he was awarded
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a Medal of Honor. (NOTE: Up to 15 May, this was the only Medal of
Honor awarded to anyone in the 9th Division fer fighting in the
African and Buropean theaters).

Pfce Sheridan's feat occurred about 1400, but K Co, in
1ts weakened condition was unable to capitalize that day upon
what he had Ammmy accomplished, Later in the afternoon, the enemy
launched a counterattack from the gatehouse and castle, overpowered
a squad of K Co, in one of the outlying buildings and recaptured
the 40 prisoners which had been taken from along the hedge., <The
K Cos squad was captured, but the K Co, wounded (including the
ex-company commander) were left undisturbed,

Shell fragments had destroyed K Colg Sﬂﬁ#ﬁﬂ, and by the
end of the day the company was in an even more precarious position,
Knowing that he had to getyin coumumication with Col, lahess, Capt,
McWaters asked for a v&iuntaar and the platoon sergeant of the
1lst platoon, Sgt. Linus Vanderheid went back to contact Col, Maness

in his CP in the IMWUNTERN brick factory (005482),

Meanwhile, Col, lManess had been trying desperately to
push some help through to K Co, He tried to get some artillery
fire placed on the castle, but could not get clearance because
of a belief that K Co, was actually in the castlaf a;EiGuompaniaa
were pinned down by an increasing amount &f machine gun and morter i

was

Tire which the enemy mmmm placing on the approach from the woods,

To clarify the situation, Col, lManess worked his way out to a
pillbox on the west side of the hedge, Looking at the Germans

ol

in the castle through a 20-power 'scope, Col, Maness could clearly
see their uniforms and insignia., Four tanks were pulled up to the

| =5~ |
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edge of the woods, from which they fired into the second~story
windows of the castle, and 35 additional PWs were rounded up
in the woods,

Waiting until after dark, Col, Maness pushed F and G Cos.
across the open ground, supported by three tanks. One tank bogged
down in the soggy fields, a second was hit by anti=tank Tire from
FRENZENBURG and :::z afire, and the tank commanded by the tank pla= -

toon leader was the only one to get through to the castle, As soon
o8 this tank came within rang , it was subjected to machine gun and
bazooka fire and in the darkness it ran into the moat surrounding

the castle, The crew abandor d the tank and all escaped but ;ﬁm

platoon leader, who was believed to have been captured,

Unaware that the enemy had launched his counterattack against

F and G :
K Co,s Col, Maness sent kmkl. companies abreast against the west

side of the castles "What I should have done was to have sent one
company in a flanking movement around the east side of the castle,
As it turned out, the enemy took the opportunity that night to
reinforce the castle from the east side with a company of para=
troopers,"” Cog.G and F reached tie castle area at about 2100 on
26 November, and Co, G took up positions on the north side of the
castle.,

At 0400 on 27 November, six enemy tanks and 60 pabatroopers
1aunched a counterattack on the outlying buildings and came in
from the northeast and southeast, The infantry reached the road
immediately to the east of the buildings; two of the tanks were
hit by our artillery, but one of them worked its way into the

courtyard and roamed around shotting its machine guns until some

il
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individuals drove it away with grenades, Severe fighting raged,
and heavy losses were inflicted on the counterattacking force,
The enemy set fire to all the bulldings held by the battalion

and K Co., and G Co, retaliated by setting the castle on fire,
"Fire in one of the haylofts enabled us to keep warm," said

Col, Maness, "but it got so hot for one group that they had to
tunnel their way out wkilx the south side with a pick and chisel}
the enemy hag the doorway covered with fire,"

After the counterattack had been repulsed on the morning
of 27 November, the companies became mixed to suda an extent that
it was impo&sible to identify any organijed line between F, G and
K Cos, Fighting continued all day, with the enemy firing from
the second-story windows of the gatehouse, and cl:ur troops returning
the compliments axkamx from wilndows Varely ten yards away. Ab
approximately 1800 on 27 Bovember, the commanding officer of the
enemy holding the castle asked for a truce in order to evacuate
his more seriously wounded persomnel, |
A white Germaen ambulance rolled up fnto the castle court-

yard, "Don't let him get away, and if he tries, blow him up with
a bazooka," ordered Col, Maness, Col, Smythe, the regimertal
commander, sent Capte William Ewald, regimental IPW team chief,
to the castle to attempt to hegotiate a surrender of the enemy
troops, The enemy CO asked to be allowed one more day to think
over his dacisinn on this proposal; he was refused this request,
Subsequently, 30 severaly wounded enemy were evacuated; eight mér e
less seriously wounded were left as our prisonerse

At 1800, after a three-hour trucegy the fighting recommenced
and raged on until well past midnight of 27-28 November, when the

Lol |
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Iiring died dowvm for the remainder of the night., However, white
phosphorus shells and WP grenades again set the csstle on fire
and 1t burned all night,

The plan of Col, Maness for the next day was to bring up
2 155mm "GPF's" ard use them in combination with TDs to level the
castle., Three TDs were sent to the castle under the cover of
darkness and placed into position for snother attack on the
morning of 28 November,

At 0800 on the 28th, the tlree TDs opened up on tie:
castle at close range, é.nd battered the gateway, door, and several
machine gun positions covering the entrance, The men threw and
fired incendiary grenades into portions.of the crounds whiich
could not be reached by direct fire, -and also made use of ime
provised adaptations of|60mm mortar shells fired from Ml rifle
grenadeslaunchers, These proved hig 1y effective when they were

fired into castle windows and exploded within the rooms.

Shortly before 1100, the castle was assaulted and it

was discovered that most of the enemy had pulled out, leaving behind
60 bodies of paratroopers in amd around the castle buildings., A
considerable number of civilianswere also discovered taking shelter
in the deep castle cellars,

The survivors from F, G and K Cos. the set up a strong

defense from the asutobahn south to the open, cultivated fields which
stretched away to the east, G and F Cos. held these positions,

gnd K Co, was relied and sent back to IMUWUNTERN preparatory

to rejoining the 3d Bn, The enemy continued to direct mortar
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and artillery fire on the castle and outlyimg buildings, but attempted

no furthe‘;- counterattack to recapture ang of the ground yielded,
K Cos returned to the 3d Bn., with a total strength of 31
mens having jumpe d off with the 24 Bn, for the castle with 80 men.
Col, Maness estimates that his battalion lost 35 killed and 200
wounded in the fighting for the FRENZERBURG castle., 3¥mxk Amounts
of enemy equipment were captured; the last assault on the castle
on 28 November resulted in the capture of 2 120mm mortars, 4
8lmm mortars, 8 light machine guns, and large quantities of

rifles, bazookas and ammunition,

KENNETH W, HECHLER
Maj.; Inf, (Armored)
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THE BATTLE OF HAMICH RIDGE
16=25 NU?. 1944
5d Bney 47th Inf., 9th Div,

Interviews with Capt. Gael M, Frazier, CO, L Co.y, 3d Bn.
Gﬂpti williﬂm L. Mﬂwatﬂrﬂl' CO’ K Cﬂ., Ed Bn.

Place: GR, BADEGAST, Germany. Date: 15 May 1945
Maps Used:Germany, 1:85(000, Sheets 5203 (STOLBERG), 5103

( ESCHWEILER) , 5104 (DUREN),

o
locEpiny To MNccompany Accovnss oF /-2-3 23997
Jourmals not used; after=~action report of 47th Inf, used to check

dates.

Interviewer: Maj. Kenneth W, Hechler, 2d Info & Hist Sv,

In the early part of tThe coordinated First Army attack
commencing 16 November, the 34 Bn,/47th played a rdgﬁ‘tivuly minor
role, On D-day, at 1700, Co. K was ordered to cut the road lead=
ing northeast from GRuSSENICH (989427) at, the polnt (995433) o
By this time the 1st Divisieon had pushed through HAMICH (002437)

and had troops east of GRESSENICH,

There was no opposition met by K Che in 1its 16 November misw

sion, but the terrain was rough and it was getting dark fast. Not

until 2215 was the road cut and a road blnnk established to secure

it.
and 18
On 17/November, the 3d Bn, maintained their positions,

aleprted to move on short notice, The plan of attack for 19 No=
vember was for the 34 Bn, to move from their positions in the vic=
inity of SCHEVENHUTTE (005420) and occupy Hill 232 s soon as it
was cleared by the 1st Bn, and be prepared bo attack and seize

BOVENBERG (998468). <That day the 1lst Bne did not clear Hill 232,
so the attack on BOVENBERG was postponed, and the 5d Bn, moved up

to positiom in the south edge of the wodds in the vicinity of

TR —

(995450) o { \J\—’ l
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On 20 Novembery the 3d Bn, advanced through Bovenberger

Walad with K Co. on the mxkghky left, L Co, on the right and I Co.
in reserve, Heavy casualties were suffered from amall arms fire
in the advance through the woods. The enemy was dug in well, and
advance across the level, wooded terrain was extremely costly,
"They just stayed longer without giving upg "comnented Capt, M;c.-
Waters, The enemy tactics coordinated Ihl;it: defense well with
defensive artillery preparations, and often he would pull back
when threatened with being over-run, only to bring down artillery
concentrations when troops tried to exploit their gains, The
battalion suffered 70 casualties in ﬁuvanbargw Wald, and took
positions for the night at (995460).
the plan for 21 November was for -the 3d Bn. to proceed

northeast through the woods-to BOVENBERG in conjunction with the
attack of the 16th Inf, on'the right and the 1lst Bn'!s attack

on Hills 167 and 187, The Bn, jumped off at 0900 on the 21lst
with I on the left and L Co, on the right, The compenies were

to continue gbreast through the small neck of woods south of
BOVENBERG, L's right flank rested on the road which skirted the
eastern edge of the Bovenberger Wald, Tanks and TDs proceeded
along this road, but did no firing until they reacked the crossroads
at (001468), becanse trees blocked their field of fire.,

and the dairy buildings

Th ittl k of ds south of BOVHNBERG/¥WX®. the scene
o s & E‘ﬁg wgodggu v (1/,“.9!

of bitter fighting, Xk consisted of short, thick pime trees; its

area was 50=75 yards squarees oSmall srms and artillery fire met
two platoons, coming from all directiom to the front and flanks .

Because of the heavy walls on the dairy at (998468), the enemy
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cnulci call down artillar'_’? upon himself and remain within the build-
ing unharmed, As the platoons of L Coe. ppproached closer to the
dairy, they were met by grazing fire coming from a series of ground=-
level slits in the dairy buikding. The only protection which L Co.
had was a serie s of Gmexi#m previously dug positions whid the Germans
had evacuated in order to enter the dalry itself,
Finally, the remaining mmhara- of the two platoons=- one
to the right and the other echeloned to the left rear== attempted
to agsault the dairy buildin.g. The platoon on the right actually
reached the building but was repulsed by numbers of hand=grenades
vhich the enemy dropped from second-story windows. One squad made
a bayonet attack, but only one man survived it, One platoon pene=-
‘bratad to a small patch of woods east of the dalry, and was there
cut off by fire and-was unable .%o go either forward or rearward,
A heavy smoke screem was thrown to engbla the trapped platoon to
get ou¥; six men came out unscathed, draggiig 15«20 wounded,
As a result of the bitter fighting on 2% 21 November, L
Coe alone lost approximately 35 kllledj 2 officers were killed and
2 wounded, leaving Capt, Frazier the only officer left in the com-
panye The weapons pletoon, which had dug in at the edge of the woods
south of BOVENBERG to prevent a counterattack, was the only group
within the company th& remained in reasonably good conditlion, let
including the weapons platoon, L Coe, had a fighting strength of only
37 men at the close of day on 21 November,
On 26 November, it was decided tdé send K Co, to attack the

dairy, with two platﬁum abreast, and with one platoon and a machine

o e
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gun platoon from M Co. establishing a base of fire. Before ad-
vancing on the dairy, artillery fire from 8-inch howitzers was
called for, and 26 fiirect hits were secured on the dalry., When
K Co, reached the dairy, it was discovered that the enemy had
pulled out; there were no casualties suffered that daye

After a good Thanksgiving Dinner on 25 November, xxm K Co,
moved northeast attached to the 24 Bn, to 3ecure FRENZERBURG
castle., At 1830 on 26 November, Co, L moved into position grom
(008484) to (009 479); I Co. established a road block at the junce
tion (004481) with while plapoon and the rest of the company went
into an assembly area in the vicinity of (002476). Aside from
K Co., which was engaged in the assault on the FRENZERBHHG Castle
with the 24 Bn., 47th Inf, (See separate account of this assault),

the 34 Bn., 47th Inf. had;;aﬁ Mupther action in this area,

N\ - ¢ ) !:
P M o } !::)4."__ -~
HEC

KENN We iR
Maje., Inf. (Armored)
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1. AFTER AACHEN: PRIZIPARATIONS. (1 November to 16 November)

&, During the first days of November the enemy continued the
watchful waiting which had characterized his actions since the
fall of AACHIZIN. The units facing the lst Infantry Division dug
and wired themselves in, regrouped and refitted. Artlllery fall-
ing in the Division area slackened perceptibly. One of the
enemy!s chief concerns was when and where the AETt blow would
fall, and he sought prisoners constantly.
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b. On 1 November the. 3d Battalion, 27th liegiment (lkth Divi-
sion), and elements of the 1l2th Hugineer Battalion, the 246th
Fusilier PRattalion and the 2d BattalXioi,- 89th Regiment (12th
Division), were holding the iront opposite the l1lst Division.
Enemy patrolling was spasmodic and seemed To be directed at taking
prisoners; resistance to our patrols was equelly unpredicteavle.
In the vicinity of QUINXL vigorous defensive iires vere »ut up at
any provocation, but in the WURLELER VWoods our patrols were able
to make deep penetrations without reacioion, - “thne-chemy positions
across the Division front remained constant, with a slight shift
ceastward of elements of the 1lZ2th Division.

¢, During this time the (¢~2 Section, lst Infantry Division,
was preparing an intelligence annex to supplement the next major
thrust to the northeast. It included a terrain study, & forecast
of weather probabilitics for the area and all available notes on
order of battle of enemy units likely to appoar on the Division
fronte On 10 November the Division moved to the VICHT and
MAUSBACH arce for the attack towards the ROER.

2. THE BATTLE OF HAMICH. (16 November to 20 November)

a, The.cnemy, in meeting the offensive of the 1lst US Infentry -
Division on 16 November, appérently bésed hig mancuver on holding
at all costs the open ground on the GRESSENICI-HAMICH-HEISTERN-
LANGERWEHE axis, On his 1lcft he had about eight kilometers of
heavy woods to impede movement eastwards; on his right therc was
the city of ESCHWEILER to impose the costly delays of street-
fighting., The threat, he apparently decided, was straight up tho
middle. There weroc, however, advantages to the defense on that
line. Pirst, and most important, was Hill 252, & text-book ob-
servation post, from which thc cencmy could look into GRESSENICH
to the southwest and WERTH to the west; to the southecast not a
field-mousc could get into HAMICH without his knowing it, The
hill itself was a position from which he could not be dislodged
easily since the crest commanded all the open approaches, and the
slopes were creased and scorcd with gquarrying cuts providing de-
filade from any direction. The face of the hill was covered with
low scrub brush and trecs which afforded considerable concealment
but no interference to fields of fire., HAMICH was well fortified,
and the houses werc so situated that the enomy could hold one
firing position until the heat got too intensc and then duck out
under cover to reappear at another point, One of the most im-
portant factors in the encmy's ability to defend was his contrel
of the road nets. His positions in HAMICH and thc heavy forest
to the cast could be easily supplied, Two roads lead into HAMICH
from LANGERWEHE, and so long 2s hec held GRESHENICH our advance on

HAMICH could be by infantry only. |

b. To back up these natural advantages he had probably morec
than 200 picces of artillery, all of which could be laid on any

S 3
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particular scector of the front)/ In infantry he had the 12th Divi-
sion (see Annex 1), an experienced and skilful outfit Irom the
Russian front which had been depleted in the AACHEN fighting but
not to a crippling extent. 1In addition, he was bringing up
another division to relieve the 12th -- the 47th Volksgrenadier
Division, newly reformed after the disaster of 1I0NS. Although
much of its personnel was inexperienced, it turned out to be the
most suicidally stubborn unit this Division has encountered in
its campaigns on the continent. In the GRESSIENICH Vioods, &
scarred area of heavy trees and dense underbrush, Were elements

of the 984th Regiment, dug in behind concertina wire, lllegel mines
and well-coordinated final protective lines,

¢. In the early morning of 16 November the enemy was engaged

in relieving the 12th Division with the 47th Volksgrenadier, an
operation which became very hazardous when & prisoner from the
relieving unit was captured early in the day and revealcd the move.
The routes of approach were taken under artillery fire during the
morning. Then, at 1115 hours, as the heavy clouds broke, the Air
Corps saturated the arca with & preparation bembing for the Divi-
sion offensive. At 1245 hours the 47th US Infantry, attached to
the Division for the operation, moved out in the direction of
CRESSENICH against the resistence of the lst Battalion, 48tlh Re-
giment. The 16th US Infantry got under way at the samec time,
heading north from SCHEVENHUITE  through the woods toward HAIITCH;
he 26th US Infantry pushed cestward slowly in the GRELSSLNICH
Woods against the 984th Regiment. It was a slow grind on all
sectors; although counter-battery firc by Division artillery with
strong Corps support had driven many of the cnemy gun crows to
cover, enemy mortar fire was intonsc. The lst Battalion, 1loth

US Infantry, was hold up at the rirst draw north of SCHAIVENHUTTH
down which cnemy méchinc gunners had a clear ficld of firo. - IPniks
were brought up from SCHEVENHUITE to take out thce cnemy automatic
weapons, but as goon as this mission was accomplished they bogged
down. The ground conditions were indcoed appelling: after two
wocks of almost steady rain the mud was decp and ¢clinging, a fact
which wes taken into full considcoration by the cncmy artillery.
%ith GRESSZIICH still held by tho lst Battalion, 48th Infaatry
.Regimont, the only supply routc to the 16th and 26th US Infantrics
ran through SCHEVENHUTTE. This closc cenalizing of our traffic
was a rewarding terget for cnomy intcrdictory £iros.

d. Latc in the aftornoon the 16th US Infantry ‘'had edvanccd
with hand-carricd wespons to the HAMICH linc, whorc it vas held
up by small but constant countcrattack ‘launchod by tnc 48th
Regiment., With GRESSENICH still holding out, although cncircled,
thero was no road up to tho advancc clcments of the 16th US
Infantry, and it became incrcasingly difficult to hold off thc
onemy with nothing more than infantry wcapons.
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e. The HAMICH situstion was no more than a hold-off. A heavy
enemy counter-attack from the village was turned off by our artil-
lery fire; our troops, equally, were unable to group for an assault
on the village hecause of enemy artillery pouring ianto the woods
south and east of the town on call from observation posts on Hill
232. The 984th Regiment in the GRESSENICH Forest had succeeded
in taking the edge off the 26th US Infantry's drive eastward, The
prisoner of war count at the cnd of the day amounted to 48, most
of them from the 984th Regiment, although the estimatod number of
enemy dead ran considerably higher.

f. During the night the remments of the 1lst Battalion, 48th
Regiment, pulled out of GRESSIWICH to FAIICH. #Harly in tihe morning
17 November the town of GRESSILICHE was forced by the 4%7th US Inf-
antry egainst scattered opposition but, as patrols followed up the
enemy along the GRASSENICH-HA#ICH road. they were forced bhack by
observed artillery fire, again directed from Hill 202, and intense
small-arms resistance, It was clear that HAMICH was the enemy!'s
ma jor block. Hlements of the 1lat Battalion, 1oth Us Infantry,
strung out zlong the edges of the woods on the perimeter of the
village were catching a constant and heavy load of enemy artillery.
Small enemy groups from the 24 Battalion, 43th Regiment which at-
tempted to i1nfiltrate into’ the position were beaten off, but no
headway could be made 1n reducing the town. At 1500 hours another
assault on the village, this time supported by a platoon of medium
tanks moved forward against little small-arms fire, but was turned
back by the enemy artillery. IMeanwnile -the 2d and 5d Companies of
the 984th Regiment had been forced out of their positions along a
gulley in the GRESSENICH Woods by the 26th US Infantry, and a split
had been driven between the flanks of the l2th and 275tk Divisions.,
Inemy casualties, were extremely heavy: fifty prisoners and the
company commender were taken from the 5d Company. The original.
strength of this outfit had beon one officer, 16 1ICOs and 6< men,
Altogether, 114 prisoners8 were captured during the day.

- g, On 15 November HANICH was finally penetrated when the 5d
Battalion, 16th US Infantry, supported by tenks and TDs which had:
been brought forward, pushed forward &nd crosscd thiouzh an eneny
barrage arca south of the town. By noon the two companies in the
assault haed reached the road junction in the center of the village;
by dark therec were still several houses on the northorn cdge oécu=
pied by the enemy. BEnemy losses wsre very high, but the cenemy had
no intention of permitting our occupation of his critical block
without dispute. During the morning five encemy tanks moved down
the ridge from the northwest, but were turned back by fighter-bomb=-
ers 'and artillery. Later six ermored vehicles, t anles ~11d self-
propelled guns, hit the town again, moving down the maln HAMNICH-
HEISTHERN roed., Onec 75mm assault gun pcnetratecd the village before
being stopped and another blew up from a dircct hit on the ridge
north of the town,® Hill 232, that constant thorn, was finally ro-
duced in the afternoon by the 2d Battalion, 1loth Us5 Infantry, fol-
lowing an artillery barrage which can best be described as stunning.
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Fifteen battalions were laid on on area no more than 500 yards
square and included a high percentage of heavy artillery. Vhen

it was over, the 2d Battalion took the hill without a conspilcuous
struggle. DlMany prisoners were taken, most of them from tho lzth
Fusilier Battalion and all of them in & dazed condition., i large
number of enemy dead were found on the terrain, The i1ll, vien
cleared, looked like & section of the Argonne I'orest a quarter of

a century ago: trecs were snapped off and scarred and the wiole
area was cratered with heavy shell blasts, It was apparent thatg
the enecmy was in the process of increasing the naturally difficult
defenses of the hill, Dugouts had been tunnelled into the gusarries
and other brick and concrete strongpoints were under construction.
From prisoners taken on the hill it was learned that the lith Fusi-
lier Battalion hac been moved forvard to the HAMIGCH area to bolster
the faltering 4Cth Regiment, Several artillery forward ooscrvers,
some of them from a flak group, vere included in The bag tallen on
the hill. With the loss of Hill 232 the cnemy lost one ol pls most
effective observation posts, but he was still able to cover the
most sensitive points of our front with heavy artillery fire, par-
ticularly in the SCHEVENHUTTE and CRESSENICH areas, because of pre-
vious registration,

he On the front of the 26th InTantry, elements of the lloth
Regiment, the first unit of the 47th Volksgrenadier Division to be
encountered in strength, were identified, This regiment had becn
moved to the front to cover the disintegration of the lst Battalion,
984th Regiment under the prcssure of our troops. YV.ith this encount-
er a great part of the mist of! conjecture about the battle qualitles
and morale of the Volksgrenadier units was dispelled, and 1t was
plain that if the stafidard Wolksgrenadier Division was to be the
equal of the 47th, they will be formidable opponents indeed. (See
Annex 2). The 4%th Division was formed in Germany in October to
take over the somewhat unhappy traditions of the original 47th Inf-
antry Division, buried in the HONS pocket in September., Shortly
after activitation thc new division was s¢nt to Denmark for traln-
ing and cquipping. Nothing was spared in the way of materiel:
machine pistols and machine guns were liberally distributed among
the rifle companics., The only step backward so 2y .as cquipment
went, was the svbstitution of 8&8mm bazookas for the stendard anti-
tank guns in the anti-tank companies, The personnel of thec new div-
- ision was also out of the top-drawcr, or at lcast as near thc top
23 the German manpower situation could.afford, For thc most part
the men were from the Navy snd Luf'twaffe, with about threc wecks!
infantry training, and about 10% were members of the old 47th Div-
ision, The fact that thesec now recruits from alicn branches had
had ‘very little infantry cXporicnce turncd out to bec a weakncss on
paper only; the basic flactors of automatic obedience and aggressive
action had alrcady been injectod into the men, as iU 1s supposcd to
be in every German who recesches military agc under thce spell-binding
influence of tho Nazi regime, In spite of its obvious flaws of or-
ganization (lack of transport, for instance) and disparate T/0, the
47th Volksgrenacdicer Division fulfilled completely its function and
mission: "“thoe defensc of the Reich, even at the price of annihila-
tion'. |
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ie. - With thce HAMICH-Hill 222 line lost, and with tho cnemy re=-
solved to hold every foot of ground hc oncec occupicd there was only
ong course open: to retake the original MIR, This decision was
further streangthened by the fact that the next line of dofonsc
would have to fall back to HEISTIRN, since WHENAU was in a docp val-
ley and at thc mercy of s thrust along the ridge to the cast,
Forces for this countcecrattack werc asscmbled in LANGERVZHZ: 15 or
16 Mark V tanks and two depleted companics of the 1l6th Roeconnais-
sancc Battalion whicii had boen fighting further south in the SCHMIDT
sector, This force was to be supplemented by tho lst and 2d Bat-
talions, 104th Regiment; the tenks and infantry when asscubled
north of the linc, would juwmp off togethcocr. The tanks woero split
into two groups: onc would supsort the 2d Battalien's attack on
HAMICH, and thc other would back up the lst Battalion in taking
HiTlL 252 _

Je As seon from LANGERVWEHE, the plan was zood. What was not
taken in account at LANGERVWEHZE was the digcorzanized state of com-
minications ~~ thec rcsult of our artillery firc and the confusion
attondant on rclicving onc division by eanother during a hcavy at-
tack, Furthcrmorc, a rcplaccment licutcnant with no knowledge of
the teorrain or situation was put 1n command of onc group of tanks
to lcad 1t, in thc carl and over difficult ground conditions, to
an assombly arca he had never sccn beoforo, This licutenant, who
was later capturcd,; sct off with six or scven tanks down the LANG-
ERWEHE-HBISTARN road on hilg way to the assombly arca ol thc lst
Battalion, 104th Regiment, in thoe woods north of Hill 232, The
rost of the tank forcc was to follow latcor andjoin un with the
2d Battalion in tho patch-of wocds mortheast-of HAMICH for the as-
sault on thce villago. Both attecks worc to jump off at 0530 hours,

19 November,

ke, All wont woll until the licutonant lcoading tho first group
of tanks (on which thc two companics of the 116th Rcececonnaissarnico
Battalion weorce riding) mede a costly, and in the cend, decisive
mistakec. In EREISTERN instcad of continuing straight on down to tho
road to thc right-anglc turn which would lcad him dirocctly to tho
l1st Battalionts asscmbly arca, he took the V.ENAU-HAMICE road which
lcd him right into the positions of YCY" Company, 16th US Infantry.
Shortly after 2100 hours "CY Compony hcard the approaching tanks
and opcned fire. They in turn vweroe attacked by the men of the
116th Rceconnaissance Battalion, who swung off thce tanks and chargced
the positions, "C" Company, at this timc rcduccd to 45 men, was
hord put to stop the assault, In thc mcantime, the licutcnant in
command of thc foree, rcalizing that he wos cortainly not in the
assombly arce of the lst Battalion, 184th Noegimont, pulled his tanks
togocther and asscmbled thosc men who had not been cut down by "C"
Company'!s dcfensive firce, He turned the tanizs oround, loaded his
men and started back north, By this timc he wes hﬂgclﬂqaly lost,
Apparcently, ho still thought he was on thc main HEIOTIRN-HANICH
road but had ovérrun his right hand turn to the lst Battalion's -
asscmbly arca, In any casc, he started boack and took the first
road to thce loft, hoping to corrcct his crror, This turn, howover,
was o small track through the woods which cventually brought him
out on thc main road lcading dircctly into HAMICH. Again ho found

&
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himself in hot water: outposts of the 3d Battalion, 16th US Infantry,
which was holding the town, picked up the t-nks, and called down
artillery. Fifteen battalions were laid on the road and open area
north of the town, and the results were disastrous. The enemy .
infantry and tank guides were cleaned out; those who were not killed
outright took off to the north, Several of the tanks, however, con-
tinued forwerd down the main street . One was Iknocked out by a
bazooka men who leéned atof & second=-story window and sent s round
through the turret from above, The fighting was bitter and costly:;
at one time our infantry holed up in the cellars of the liouses they
held to allow our artillery to rake the area vith "time' fire and
super-quick fuze., Working in the dark and in the narrow confineg

of the village the tanks were at a disadvantage., #&ventually, they
pulled out to the ..orthern edge of the village where the eneiny

still held a couple of houses and a dairy barn. In turning around
two more tanks were lost by accident: feeling their way without
guldes 1n the dark both fell into tremendous craters left by the
bombing of the day before.

les In the assembly area north of Hill 232, Tthe lst Battalion,
104th Regiment was still walting for the lost lieutenant snd his
tanks before starting the counterattack, The tanlks, of course,
never arrived, but our artillery took the area under fire, At
0050 hours, 19 November, the first and second companies attacked
anyway. (The third company had been scattered by our artillery,)
As the two companies approached the hill from the north they were
met by heavy concentrated fire put up by the 24 Battalion, loth
S Infantry. As an officer prisoner .said)later, the heavy machine
guns were excellently sited,and did ‘a Thorough job in destroying
the attack. O0f the 1lst Company, 66 strong at the opening of the
assault, only the commanding officer got through unscathed, and he
is reported to have had eight bullet holes through his overcoat —~—~
and two through his handkerchief incurred when he stopped to blow
his nosec,. | :

m, Back in the HAMICH arca, clements of the 2d pattalion,
104th Regiment, had reccived their allotment of tanks on schedule,
and before daylight they started to infiltrate towards the town.
The fighting was again closc=in and violent but bazooka and TD fire
forced the tanks back out and the enemy infantry was gradually
driven back after them, In pulling back along the  HIST @il road
two more tanks were destroyed by our artillery.

n, The sulicidal outcome of this series of attacks to regain
the HAMICH and Hill 232 linc pointed up both the cncemy's dotermina-
tion to hold the ground he occupied at the tincy even with incvita-
ble crippling losscs, and his desperatce groping for sufricicnt
forces to accomplish the mission. Certainly not even the mest
optimistic German commender could have imagined that two undcer-
strength companies with no support would bec gble to drive even an
equal force, much lcss a battalion, off a terrain fcecaturce 2c defend=-
able a Hill as 232. Some indication of the extent of the losses
incurred by the enomy's rofusal to give ground can be had from the
fact that of thc two companics of the 116th Reconnaissance Battalion
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which inadvertently turned into HA¥IOH during the'night, only one
pgisoner, the licuténant in command, was UTaken; the rest viere cut
@gwn by the shottsring 5000 round artillery concentration. O0f the
Ist Company, 104th Regiment, which tried to retake Hill co2, only
13 men remained -- 12 who had the gcod fortune To be with the com-
pany trains in the roar, 2ad the onc liecutenant taken prisoncr,
[ogses in the 48th Regiment worge corrcespondingly hiﬁh,'and tho 12th
Fusilicr Battalion bBs a4 unit was rcady for rutiremuﬁt from thoe war.,
The fighting through 19 November comploted the capture ol tne cnomy
MR, chewed up the botter part.of oight battaliciis of infenitry and
knocked out five lierk V tanks, two solf-propelled assault guns and
a considerablce zmount of cthor tracked and armorcd cquipment,

o. On thc wostern scctor of the Division front, cloments of
the 2d Battalion, 1034 Regimont, ned been forced off tiac southern
glopec of Hill 187, about 1000 yards cast-northeostc of VOLKENRATH,
by the 47th US Infantry. The rest of the 2d Battalion, contained
on the south and the west by tho 3d Armoroed Division and now at-
tacked from thc reor by the 4%th infeatry, gavoe up tho Iight end
surrendored. On tho ocastorn scctor, the z26th Infanbtry, still
grinding forward in sodden, difficult woods undor constant and in-
tonso artillcery firc, managed to scizo the crossroads 1000 yards
southcast of WENAU. Shortly aftor noon the =<d B3attalion, loss the
7th Company, of tho 115th Regiment, covntorattacked but wos drivon
of f after hcavy closc~in fighting. ZEncmy losscs to our artillory
and small-arms firc wore again vory scrliousSs

R, EHERISTERN and IANCERY. BHiZ. (20 November to 27 November)

;&;_ a, Viith his most important MLR erackod ot HAMICH and Hill 232,
the cneomy withdroew slowly, contecsting overy village, bulilt-up arca
and torrain foature on the way. His casualtles were crippling and
to réplacc them he drcw on evoery available man in the arca. Scer-
vico troops from the rcar arcis, cngincors, veborinarlcs and ortil-
lorymen were thrown in o infantry. Scparatce companics and b&tT-
talions, such as the guord company from thc 8lst Corps hcadguerters
and the guard battalion from 15th Army headguarters anpoorcd on tho
front. Therc was no such thing as a rcar-cchelon soldicr behind
tho Gorman lines: cvery man cble to walk and bear arms Wos pushcd
forward to holt our advance. In the cnd, howovor, the cnoemy was
only successful in delaying Tho commitment of & mejor unit from

his carcfully hoorded rcescrves; he was unablc to stop the Division
advance with tho troops hc had at hand., Yot in a situation whore
moralc might be cxpected to be very fooble, this patch-work col-
jection of troops fought bitterly end tuﬂaciqusly.

b. The torrain most suitcd to tho cnomy's defensc was on tho
castern flank of the Division 1n rho GRESSANICH ~nd VINAU Voods.
In spitc of the heavy forcat and wet, soggy ground, tho 26th US
Infontry pushod out a forco O tako SCHLOSS LAUFENBURG, a castlo
strongly dofcndced by olemonts of the 115th Regiment. To the west,

WENAU foll on 19 November to LT Company, 18th US Intontry. It
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was not scriously contested, but its copturc 1cft a rcar-guard poc-
ket of the 1lst Battalion, 115th Regiment in the woods to the southe
etst. (The reat of the battalion had pulled out to MIRODE.) Thoso
men resisted the 26th Infontry 211 doy, but worc cventually almost
complctely wiped out. The rommants of the 2d Battalion, 104th
Regiment, hod nulled back from its attack on HANICH and had taken
up defeonsive positions in HiISTARN. The 1st Battalion, 104th
Rogiment, or what was left of it -aftor thu countorattock on Hill
252, moved north in the dircction of NOTHBERG.

¢, During thc night of 19~20 liovember, the 147th sngincor Bat-
talion, 47th Volksgronadicr Division, was moved into position bo-
twooen the 103 ond 104th Regimonts to prop up the sagging lino, and
approximatcly 200 rcplacements were brought up from the rodir, The
min port of their rcplaccmonts wont to the 104th Regiment which
was hard prosscd to find sufficicnt forces to defend HEISTEAN. In
spite of thesc reinforecoménts the cnemy was pushed back o within
1000 yards of BOVENBERG on Tthe west in hoavy, clogg=quaritcr fight-
inz, Thec hecavicst fighting, aowcver, occurrcd wacn the 18th US
Infontry forccd the cnemyls dofcnscs at HEIST.IRN on 2Q GJovcmber,
In defending the village tho cnemy had cgoin cmploycd the samo
mcthods 28 at TAMICH: hasty ficld fortifications along the cdge
of the build-up arca, backed by individunl strongpoints in the
houscs and the whole forward ocrcé covered by os hoavy an crtillory
concentration o8 he could mustor, which woeiconsidorablc. Ho did
not, howcvor, hold thessamc odventages| of teérriin 43 o6 JAMICH,
nd our forccs worc able to brock into the town after hard fight-
ing both in thc outskirts ocnd 2long the main strects. By nightfall
the 18th US Infontry hod cstablished o road block on the main road
junction in thc town, Thce cnomy held on to his half of the vile=
lage, tenoceiously reosisting overy lurthor advance with small orms
and gronadcs, To the. ocast mother forco of the 18th US Infantry
hod by~passcd HRISTHRN ond moved to within 300 yords of SCHCONTHAL
under sceverc mortar cand artillory firce. -

d, Durinz thc night of 20-21 November the cnomy brought up
roinforcoments to the 24 Bottalion, 104th Regimunt in the north
ond of HEISTIiRN. GCol. JOSEF KIMBAGHER, commanding tho 104th Roegil-
mont, lcd thesc supporting troops, which consistcd of thce 104th
Rogimental Hceoadquarters Company ond 104th Troining Compony, into
the town porsonclly to toko over dircction of the countoratiick,
At 0550 hours, 21 Novembor, this forcco lounchued the attack to
drive the 18th US Infentry from HEISTERN, The attack was preceded
by an artillery and mortar barrage and was driven home hard, prob-
ably accelerated by the presence of Col, KIMBACHER., But in spite
of thc support of se¥eral self-propelled guns, the assault was
beaten off shortly before daylight. Col,. KIMBACHER was vaken pri-
soner in an aid station, conspicuously marked with a red cross,
from which he had directed the attack., About 120 other Hrisoners
were also taken, and after dawn our btroops were able to advance
and clean out the rest of HIIST/RN and move 500 yards up the road
toward LANG:ZRW I iHE,

a
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e. To the west elements of the 1st Battalion, 1034 Regiment
resisted every atterpt of the 47th US Infantry to drive them off of
Hill 187, about 1000 vards north of SCHERPENSI L. From the crest
of the hill the enemy had observatgion over NOTHBERG, VOLIIHNRATH,®
and the area of the 5d armored Division which was pushing up toward
ESCIWEILFR. TFrom it he was also able to direct the heavy artillery
concentirations wiich prevented 2 successful assault by the 47th Us
Infantry. In the aftecrnoon of 21 November, our troops withdrocw and
saturated the risc with an intense heavy artillery concentration,
The enemy!s casualties were severe, butl at the end of the day he
was still clinging to the top of the hill, Pighting in the whole
ayca was heavy and costly. Our troops advanclng north in the
BOVENBZRG Woods were met by heavy fire . from the hills cast of
NOTHBIRG and were farced to stop and dig in.

f, On tho castern part of the front, the ¢lemonts of the 26th

US Infantry vihiich had succecded in selzlng the castle LAUFENBURG
were hoavily countcrattacked by the 24 Battalion, 115th Regimont.
This unit had been pullcd out of the V. 4lNAU Vloods, recasscmbled in
MIRODE, and moved to an area north of the castle. The 1lst Bat-
talion, 115th Reglment, reinforced by the addition of 40 replace-
ments from the 47th Division Vetorinary Commpeany held Crossroads
254, 1000 yerds cast of the castle, and our TIroops WoIre able to .
move up to this position affer becating off- the counterattack on
the castlee. | | |

g, On 25 Novecmber tho threc critical arcas across the division
front were in the vicinity of Hill 187 on the lef't, the high ground
south of the bend of the railroad between NOTHBIRG and LANGERVEHE
in the center and Hill 203, 1000 yerds southwest of LANGERV.IZHSE on
the right. The cnemy rosistcd stubbornly at all these points, and
their rcduction was a slow and bitter proccedure. Across tho cdge
of the woods south of the high ground in the bend of tho ‘railroad,
tho 47th Fusilier Company hac been put in the linc to bar our ap-
proach to thc castlc on the crcst, which was the commanding lcature
of the terraine. =Zarly in the moraing of 29 Hovember the 47th Fusi-
licr Compeny was almost cntirely dostroyed in an attaclt by thoe 16th
US Infantry vhich passcd around the company!s loft flank and attack-
od it from the rear. The commanding of ficer and 48 mon verc captur-
cd and a largce number of cncny dead worc left on tho position.

Moving on, the 16th US Infantry pushed north o the castlce, only

to be forced to . a halt by intensc artillory and mortar Tirg. Take-
ing a loaf from our dcionsc of HANICH during the tank and infantry
counterattack of tho 104th Regiment, the Gernen artillcry obscrver
had pullcd his troops beck into the cecllar of the castlc and callcd
down fire on-his position. Thc castlec wes held by Battlc Group
AISENHUBER, a mixcd collcection of remnants of the 47th Volksgrena-
dicr Division., Aftor our attack had bocen haltced, thc Battlc Group
launchcd a counterattack, but with no success and hcavy casualtics.
our forccs again asscmblocd snd hit the castlo, this time taking it,
but at 2140 hours, Battlc Group 3IISENHUBER, wkilch vas nothing if
not stubborn, tricd anothcr attack to drivo the 16th Us Infantry
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out, This thrust was supported by scveral tanks and 100 infantry,
and was launchcd frqm.tha northoast. It was brolicn down by artil-
lery firo, and threc tanks worc lknockcd out,

h, Mcanwhilc, thc cnemy had managed to reinloreco his nosition
at SCHONTHAL with a now company -= thc guard company for the 8lst
German Corps. This company was added to tho cleoments of the' 104th
alrcady in the SCHONTEAL area; to the north, the base position ol
Hill 203 was held by other clements of the 104th Regiment and parts
of the 147th fncineer Battalion, Both these points were prossed
by the 18th US Infantry, but at the close of 23 mMovember, necither
had been taken.

i, On 24 November SCHONTHAL was finally over-run by oW troops
and the hill northeast of the hamlet was cleared of thc enomy. .
Hill 203 continued to hold out, however, and 1n the afteraoon a
powerful counterattack directed from LANGERUEHSZ and covercd by a
heavy mortar and artillery barragc nit the 18th US Infantiy and
retook the high ground to the north of SCHONTHAL. This auvtacking
forcoe was the 15th Assault Battalion, a hceavily cquipped unit vhose
original function was to guard tho hoadgquartcrs of thc 15th German
Army. Although bitter fighting continued about Hill 205, tho pos-
$tion wes not finally cleared until 27 Hovember; although both the
enemy troops and ours werc on the hill, neither could drive Uhe
other off and the fighting rocked back and forth constantly.

je During 23 Novemberj; ©ho crniemy continued his attenmts TO
rotake the castle held by the 15th US Infantry, and at btinecs had
entercd our positions before being driven out., Other clemcnts of
the 18th US Infantry, however, pushed up sorth to within 500 yards
of the railroad tracks., Resistance to this move Wwas put up by the
1st RBattalion, 89th Rogiment, & unit which had not been cncounter-=
cd since thc opening of the offcnsive. To the left the 47th US
Infantry, ettompting to thrust sastward between the two railroad
tracks oncountored heavy anti-tenk firce and artilleory, &nd was
stoppede The next day, howuovor, the advance was continucd against
strong firc dircctcd from W ILESLMSLOHE and fortificd points to the
cast. Ncarly 200 prisoncrs woroe takon in the ficrce fighting, and
aftcr WILHILMSILOHE was taken, the firc impoeding the progress of
the 16th US Infantry diminishcd and allowed tho combat team ©O
cxploit the penctration to the railroad tracks,

k. Noanwhilc Hill 203 continucdt o hold out, The cloments of
thc 104th Regiment and 147 dnginocor Battalion which w.ro dsionding
the position were sufforing hcavy casualtics but rofuscd to rotreat.
on 27 November the main body of the cnomy on tho hill was forcod
back, but a group of about 50 or 50 men, reinforced with cXeellent-
1y sitcd automatic woapons, managcod to retain control of tThe ro-
vorse slopc. Further north along the railrasd track, thc BSWCCP
cast by tho 47th US Infanitry, aided now by the 16th US Infantry
which had movcd up to the tracks continucd, FR.I ZERBURG,; <000
yards mnorthwost of LANGERVIEHE and the ncxt cnemy strongpoint,
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was. hit by a heavy artillcry barrag: oftor putting up an cffeective
r¢sistancc to our infenutry,. :

le On 27 November the cnoemy position defonding LANGIRV.EHT and
tho open ground wost of DUREN brokc. During thoe anight of 26-2%
November the cnemy had brought in his first major unit from Liie
hoardcd rcescrves -- the 3d Parachutc Division. Most of thc treops
Werce vory young boys: 16 to 19 who were in combat for the first
timce They had becon drafted from the Luftwaffc for the rost Dart,
to refurnish the 3d Parachutc Division, which had boon ground down
almost to cxtinction in the Normandy fighting. The division had
bcon roefittcd in Germany eand sont to ENSCHEDE, Holland, for train-
ing in thc first days of Scptembor. The division was sont to tho
LANGERWEHE front on 23-285 November when it became ovident that the
American drive could not be stopped with the units alrcady in tho
arca. Thce parachutists arrived at an inopportunc moment, for again
thce Goerman command tricd to stage a relici of vyoops during a hcavy
attack, and in thc ond lost the LANGIRVEZFR-JUNGTRSDORE position,
which might wcll have held out ‘stubboraly if it had beon prcviously
rcinforccd.

me On the night of 26 Novcember the cnemy situation was not

promising, FRENZERBURG Castlc, botween the Military Highway and
the railroad tracks, was still holding out, but it was dominoted
by thc firc of troops of the 47th US Infantr%. Othcer units of the
rcgimoent had moved dirccetly southgnd -takén the rough ground just
north of the ESCHUEILER~LANGIRWEHE road., Eloments of the 16th US
Infantry wcrc on thce high ground just southcast of GUT MiRBIRICH
and looking down at thc buildings. A dctormincd battle group was
still donying the 18th US Infontry the usc of Hill 203 from woll
dug positions on the reversc slopc.e The one clemont of this sit-
uation not known to the cncmy was the feoct that the pittced ground
north of thc road was hcld by our forccs.,

ne With thce arrivol oi thcec 8d Battalion, 9th Parachutc Regiment
in LANGERWEHE, the cnomy dceecidcd to reinforce his positions on Hill
205 and in GUT MERBERICH. A third forecu, madc up ol cloments of the
105d Rogiment was scnt out to roestorc the situation in FIUIENZIRBURG
Castlc, This last group planncd to movce into the rough ground
(alrcady hcld by the 47th US Infantry) north of the road ond attack
the castle from the south. A supporting fercc of assault gune would
com¢ up from the cast and toke the eastle under fire., w»8 the cnomy
troops startced to move into the 2sscmbly position beforc dawn 27
November, thoey wore taken undor firce by the 47th US Infantry and
dccimated., Those who escaped filtered back toward LANGERWRHE, and
a few remained to make abortive thrusts against the castle during
the day. The major atteck, however, was cut off before it started.
Meanwhile the young parachutists, full of high spirits and Nazi
ideology, moved on to GUT MERBERICH. They had no more than reached
the buildings when the artillery concentration which was to soften
up the area for the attack of the 16th US Infantry, hit the GUT.
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The parachutists, who hed nover been under fire before, ran for the
cellars and were still thers when the advance clements of the 26th
US Infantry, Tollawing ur the barroege, forced the buildings., AL
least 75 priconers wers lLaken. {see Annex 3). To the north, the
garrison of the FPENZHINRURG Castle, unrelieved and not reinforced,
was surrounded vy the 47Ln US Infeatry,

0. To the east the force of parachutists sent to.rolieve the
battle group holding Eill 203 resched the positions just hefore the
Iinal assault of the 18th T8 Infantry, timed to coincide with that
of the 16th US Infantry, pushed over the crest and overran the de-
fenses. These parachutista, like their comrades &t the @UT, hed
been overwhelmed by the force of our preliminary artillery concen=
~tration and surrendered in egual guanlitics. “Jith this momen tuin
the 18th US Infantry moved on ©o LANGTRY 318, cleaning out the
woods to the east of the rcad on the wey, Here mo¥e rcemmants of
the 15th Assault Battalion were gnecounterea, as vell as rear ele-
ments of the 2d Battalion, 5th Parachuie Rogiment which had moved
to MERODE. By nightfall LANGSRWEHE had boen entered and was in

the process of being clearcd,

*» JUNG3RSDORF AND HM:SROD®, (27 November to 1 December) .. ;

&e At 1500 hours the 3d Battalion, 5th Parachute Regimont,
which was holding JUNGERSDORF, was pushad cut Ly thoe 3d Battalion,
26th US Infantry, afzor hard and heavy, fighting., To the south,
other elements of the 26th US Infantry, still working through the
woods over a primi®ive and-difficutt road notwork, approachicd the
cnemy positions in MEROI'E, The line wes gradually being straighte
cned out on a north-scuth axis, with all the villages on the linc
in our hands, Thec position wos improved when the rosistonce in
STUTGERLOCH was overcome on 28 Novembor, On the samo ey, the
FRENZERBURG Castle, which had beun surroundod by the 47th US r--
‘fantry, was takon, gliminciing tho lass cncmy pocket to tho west
of LANGERVIBHE,- DMorc than 40 cnemy dead were counted in tho castlo,
but the main body of the defendors had cscopcd by a sccret passago
arftor refusing on ultimatum to surrcnder. . Thoe withdrawal was of-
feetod the night of 27 November undor cover of assault suns which
moved up and shellcd our positions. - '

Be On the Division's right flonk, tho cnomy positions at MERODE
were broached by clements of thoe 2d Battalion, 26th US Infantry,
which finally cmerged from the woods and pushed Lwo companics into
the town. Resistancoe from thao' 24 Battelicn, 5th Parecchuto Regiment
was stubborm at first, but collapscd under prossurc, or possibly
on direct orders, At any ratc “3I" and "' Gompaniocs, 26th US
Infantry, moved into tho town and took up positions along the
wcstern odgo. "Again it was cntirely an infontrymonts fight. FERODE
was unapproachable Irom the Division side by any ‘hoavy vohiclos or
supporting wcapons, whilc the cnemy had an cxecllent supoly not
lcading into the village, and lhe made the most of tho situations
During tho night of 29 Novomber, the 24 Battalion, 5th Qirﬂchutc
Regiment, which had withdrown from the town, countoratbtacktd 'with
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powerful ertillcry suppoert ond with cssault guns. Tho onc troek
which lod into the vililaege from the Division side of the linces was
taken undey intensc artiilery firc, and it was impossible To 0ve
up support weepons or voinfeorccmenis through the wud; o burncd=-out
tonk lying dircctly across the road furthor impceded eny rclich, |
The two companics in the town stood their ground, but cut-off Irom
the reoar and attacked frontally by the 2d Battalion poarachuscLots,
they wore hard-prcesscd., Communication with the componios did not
oxist and it was impossiblo to lay coffcctive artiiicry firc on the
attpckors. for loek of roportod observation, During the doy of #50
Novembor the isolated companies continucd to hold out in their part
of the villagc, but at last light 30 November the lst Battolion,
5th Parachute Regiment, which had becn in rescrve in the DUREH arce
was hurricdly moved to the front ond sent in from the north as 2
block bechind the two componiss; the eut, thoen, was compluto,
Prisonocrs takcn later sazid that they had heard that the remmants

of "' and "F" Componics, 26th US Infoatry, hiad beon capturcd -on

1 Decoember when thelir ammunition Wos goOnce

5, CONCLUSION.

2. Thorc is no doubt that cnocmy resistancce to the First US
Infontry Division offonsive of 16 iovcmbor, was as tcnaclous cnd
dotermined as ony cncounterced in the Divisionts compllgns. - BY
virtue of his stubborn reluctonce o give up 'so much &3 o foot of
defendable ground, the cuemy wee oble to inflict o consicoerablo
numbecr of casualtics on cur troops, In this he was aidcd by @
torrain which wos ns udrclenting as the cnemy himsclf. The docp
woods through which thg 20th Us Infontry forced 1its Wway precluded
the usc of any suppori wceapons cxcopt thosc walch could be¢ carricd
through the mud ond underbrush on o monts back, IEncmy mortiy and
artillery firc, cven heavicr during this offunsive than the con-
contrations laid on the VERLAUTEZNHIIDE Ridge in the battle Tor .
AACEEN, wos incroascd in offoctivencss by the high pcreentage of
troec bursts obtained in the woods. Furthoermore, thce cnomy was
rotreating over torraia which he knew intimatcely, ond on which he
had rogistored his artillory. At the eclosc of tho poriod i 108
cstimoted thot the cnemy crtillery wos cqual in numbor To our own,
the first time that sueh cn uncdvantogoous ratio haod proviilced,

b. Thc morolc of the cnomy troops, by all proevious cXpcoricnco,
should hove boen sheky., It was not. Small groups, surroundcd and -
cut off, rcfuscd to surrcnder, If tho Goermon commond of'tenr sent
suicidally small forcas to perform what should have beon battalion
or cven rogimental missions, ot least thosc Iorcces fought uwaitil.
thoy worc cxterminatcd. Nover bceforc has the First Division one
counterod an cnemy rogimeritcl commonder porsonnlly dirceting local
countorattocks, yot it happened during this opcration, whon the
coloncl commanding the 104th Regiment was copturcd Iighting an
{solated ond csscnticlly hopoless cngagonicnts,

T

(L0
| =

& 7
—

= =Ll S -



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

ANNEX 1 to Monthly Intcdligenmes hoiivihios Repers (Heveaiber 194)} Headcuarters
lst US Inf Div)
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HRADOUADTERS 137 0.8, INFANTRY DIVISION elst US Inf Divs
APO e UieSe Aruy ¢23 Mov 1Ll s

sIniticls: RFE

23 Foveuber. 1oLy

CaAPTURED COMMENDATION OF 12TH INFAITRY DIVISION

12th Infantry Division | Divisicn CP
The Cormanding General 5 Novenber 1GL:

ien of the 12th Infantry Divisions

The Fuhrer hos gronted this division the honerary title of VOLKSGIEN/DIER DIVi-
SION, to be effective imrediatcly., The fubirer wants o express L.2nks end.
admiration through this personal. order to the Division for the extraocrdinary
fighting qualities ond acconplisiments while the unit wos in linc in the Westa
The citation reads as followss

The noine VOLKSCGRENADIER DIVISICN waill 1.'.}1'1:1.}" be given to

units with babtle experience or to wnits coiaposed of
young nen now forming inbe a new surics of divisicilSe

The Volksgrenadier Divisions will-be, tegether with the
Prnzer md Ponger grenadiler Divisions, the BElite of cur
ATV e '

The Volksgrenadiers will receive young nen exclusively as
thoeir personnel,

The Volksgrenadier Divisions will be personclly adiinin-
stroted by the Reichsfuhrer SS.

The muber of Volksgrenadier Divisions 1dll be limited, The change of designo-
tion of this cetive division ordered by the Fulrer is effective immedictely.

it this time only the 12th Infontry Division ond one other active Division have
been so honorecde

jien of the 12th Infentry Division)

we cre proud tadt the Fuhrer has singled us out for such an honore dJust as we
have upheld our proud history we shall know host bo.cenduct owrselves in the
futurc, With pride and joy we leorn that the excellent resutation of our divie
sion hes reached echelons as high as the Wer Deportment. We pledge to uphodd
this henor in the futurc)

Hail the Fulirare
s/ EiCEL
3/. RDbUI‘t F-‘ E"i".‘.‘llS,
t./ ROBRT F, EVAS,

Ltl GD]'--IJ' G’isicij
-~ ise Ce- of Ded G=2e.
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AITMIBX 2 to Monthly Intelligence Acoivioies seport (November 194y Headeuarters
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i e om Tk e o T T« R —
" - e #

PR LA o Toth vl A
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22 lovember 194k

CAPTURED OPDER OF L7TH VOLKSGHETADTER DIVISION

0 |
s

li7th Vollcsgrenacier Uivieicn Livision CP
The Sommanding Generczl. 7 ilovember 19Ul

(i

To all unit-commanders of th
iTth Volksgrenadicr Ddvisicn

L

The division is going into acuion ior Ulie first timee 46 tals time I want To
impress upon every ofiicev; hoh~comaiss.onod olilnel end il sted mal vaet our
Fuhrer and the whole Cernmen vecple have Ubnest coniidsnce in vthe Voiksgrenadiels

A1 our strength belongs to the battle foir bhe destiny ol our peokite

However, combat does not terminate training. A3 soon as Ule troeps arrive in
line, training schcdules are vo be carricd out by day and 0nigivs

A prepered position is Hewer JimyiShoedo |Bwen headguarters persomel and supply
troops arc to work every @ay o the improvoment of positionse The daily dudy
of all. troons will include four hours of digging.

A retreat from preparcd positions will teke place only on cxplicit and confirmed
orderse Hesponsibic officcrs and nolecormmi assioned officors of strongooints will
be sworn in by the battclion commander to defond their pesiliens to tho Last
breahie

Local rescrves will go into action immcdiatcly to cowntoract local penclravions
of the enemy, The battalion counterabback will be led by the Batuvalion Commander
personally,

Al guns vill firc to the last shell, and once tie last shell is cxpended the
gm crows will fight as infantiey, Only wicn theve 45 no iovger anmundibion For
the infantry weapons will an ordor be given to dosiroy the guine BEven if such
an order is given an investigabion to determinc If it was necessary will bc cone-
aueted, If it is found that the ordar was nobt absolutcly requircd, appropriate
~ction will be taken against the responsible pPCrsoiiSe

Prine novers and transportabion for the batterics and anti-~tank guns vill be
held in readiness, and dug il Wicl NCCcsSsalyoe

Captoin VERSCHWELE, commanding officcr of the 1Lh7th anti-tonk battcolion, 1s ap-
pointcd speecicl ofificer for! onbietonk worfors. He hes my outhority to supcrvise
the anti-trnk sccurity of the cntire divasion (including the artillary reginent)
and to makc appropristc recommcidations to me and tic regimenbol CoNIonNACTS,
Signature illegible,
Generalleutnont (USs lojor Genercl)

s/ Robcrt Fe Evons,
t/ ROBERT Fo LV.LiS,

L'tq Cﬂ:!;qj ;lelLi}
SEONEP Aol OF Bes G20
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LITERROGATICH REPORT O PERSONNEL, 3D PARA’ DIVISTON

Lo The first represcnbatives of the cnemyts Stack of hoarded main reserves
appcarec in the Division cage diring the period whon 34 mrisonars from the gth
Paraciwmtc Regiment (3d Parachutc Division) wure proccsscd., 4 zlance at tho |
prisoncrs, howcver, shoved that the unit has chrrped econsiderahly sinec it faced
the First Infantry Divisior in the vicinisy of CATHONT 3in July. iHost of the
prisoncrs, with tlc cxception of the rnen-commissioncd cificors, ae Y a falr -
number arc only 16, oaly a fuw have sterted to smoke and onc ragor would satisfly
all the prisoners, The uniforns of the prisoners wore of the same guality as the
original stubborn veterans of Harmandy, bab the wegpens oX the wnit havo beon
dovn—graded to the level of a normcl infantry division: machine pistols for the
oificcrs and non~commissioncd officurs cnly, ond belt-action riflcs for the pri-
vatcs, (One’or tvo of the nonecomaissioncd officers had seen action in France
but no% onc privabe Bacd been in grmhet hoforve, MWc wiseorars seid, hovovers
that in reorganizing the peginent B0-men yithTeombat oxpericnec had becn put in
cach compony of 140 meng "Bpoordiitd P AL Volerms T caperiencad cnough to
avold capturc, Host offfhc privates hod been drafted in Gormang in the lost six
months; onc in fact was conscrinted in sugust, All of the recent rocruits were
farmer mcmbers of the Hitler Jugund, and as such, overflowing with love for the
fatherlond, though not nccessarily for the Nazi Party. The intorrogabor nsked
on¢ of Tham, 'pid your parcnts give you their permission to join up mnd fight
for Gormony?® ®ioy I s drafted,* the prisoncr soid,

2e Tig third battelion £ the 9th Regiment loft ENSCHEDE, Hollend, on the
Germoen side of the Rhines, vhere it had been troining, on 21 liovember, It arrived
in GEMUND (1220) in the aftcernoon of 25 Novembar ond morched to MERKEH, vio
ZULFICH, DUREN o BIRESDORF, that night, after o doyts ctop—over in HLRIEN the
battolion morched to LANGERWEHE ot night, ond -ms comittcd, with the mission
of rclicving shat wae left of the 103d Regiment in the linc twosh of the “owmn,
A one poinv during this opcrations both the ralicving cnd rolicved forecs irere
capturcd by our troops, Holding the line in the vicinity of GUT IARBERICH 1ms
a licubenant and 16 men (he had hod 90 vhen he wenb into the ling) wnd os the
rclicving poratroops camce up, o8 did troops of the 1dth Infantry

3e¢ FPrisonars from the parcclute battolion sodd thet no crtillery had cccom-
panicd them on their trip from Heolland, They kncw notluing of the other battalions
of the regiment, nor of the other regiments of the division, Commonding officcr
of thc 3d Boattcolion is Copb BUCHOLZ: the regimontcl commendor is Col HOFFHAN e

i, MAnother risoncr ios Lt MUTIANN, commonding officcr of the lst Bottolion,
U8th hegimente The boatholion wos sent to MERODE ofter recrganizobicn ot STIDORE
(2557) and wos attocked by our airforec two dows cogo with heowy casuslticse The
battolion, thich only consistcd of 129 nci, 27 non-comnissioncd officers and
four officors originallys was then scnt into the line southenst of JULIGERSTOLT s

R
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By yesterdoy only 70 men raacined, but cven vdth this depleted forec, Lo |WTMLNN
was ordered by his regimentol commondor te take the high ground to s iroite

our infontryls firc was lethal, and when the regimentcl commander ordercd onother
ctback lgters only ninc men i1xrce in condition to goe Lt MUTILANN cppecled for
help from the regiment but got notling but cnother ordur to ctbacke I o burst

of temper, the Licutuiant 1eft his positions and walkod over o cur’ sloc.

e The primner soid thot twe defense lines have been preporced west of the
ROER, The first line was constructed toc clesc to the river itsclf ond is ob
present nainly untenable becausc high water hos flooded mest of the positicns,
The sccond, ond main linc, runs from MERZENICH to ELLEN (1251) to HAMB.CH (0956)

\/ 6e - Thc prisoncr, who is still argry with his regincntcl cormandeXy told
the interrogator thob “Germony con blew up tonorrow fer cll of ool He aleo said
that Ficld Murshol MODEL visited the Olst Corps Headgquarters ob IIETERZIER (105l
six days cgo ond told the corminding gencral of the igbh Division, ENGELS, thot
the mrescnt line must be held fer scven doys, ond ab thc cnd of which tinc poro-
chute =md SS units ould be commitbted in the lince Today wes the scventh doy,
and it narked the arrival of bthe 3d Babtalion,; 9th Porachube Regiricnte ilo OS5
Lornctions sre reperbed on the Division front durding tiac pericds

s/ Robcert F. Evins,
t/ ROBERT F, ZVuilS,
Lt'n Gﬁlnj Gnsi'v}ﬂ}
..Lnﬂg 'Df Hn E'Er
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ol lovember 194l

THE RISE AND FALL OF THS L7 VOLKSGRENADIER DIVISION

il - —

s, S

‘he - 117 Infantry Div 15lell wWas originally stotioned in tae CALATS area wmere
it <ras formed in i:arch 1943. From there it vas sent to defend PARIS; it arrived
too late. Then ib was given the job of fighuving a delaying actioil east of the
SETIE and was buried in the :CiS pocket, The IMvision Cormanding Cereral, liajor
General WAHLS, was captured by GLle Mrst nfantry Division and the raxmants of
the Division were sent to LEIMARK for reorganization., The new LT Vollisgrenadier
Division wes designed to wvectily Ghc bod reoubation ¢f ivs lormer Iiiame sake, The
new division included no foreigners and no g andfathers; it was offered the cream
of the crop of the Geman youth, GOERING contributed a quobe of excellent men,
even trained pilots, and DOENITZ sent zlong & large group of trained Liavy mens
The najority of the officers and non—commissioned officers were dravm from the
ranks of experienced Russia Tighters The Divigion received new ecuipnent end
the most nodern weapcns-in largd ouentitiess -

The troubles of Bhe new division started shortly afber it left DENILUIK on
10 Tovember, Danish Datriods dynanited the railroad Lines ab two places, and the
division was held up for a daye Ior did uhe advence debail of The divisioil,

which nad been sent forward previously, fare any better, The nojority of i1s
persomel, was captured while surveyingz the positions of uhe 12 Infantry Division
which Ghey were to relieve, The main body of the division arrived on 15 llovember,
the cav before our offensive. nhe 2d Babtolion, 104 Regiment, Iol instanco,
detrained at JULICH at 1000, 16 liovember; $vio hours lLoter, the railroad station

' did not exist, The lst Battalion, 10h Regiment debrained &b DlSJ0RF curing

our zir attack on 16 Hovcidber; fortunately for them, our boitbs miss cd Ttheir ob-—
jectives. Cn the other hand, thc 3¢ Batbalion of tne 1h7 Artilicry Regiment was
misdirected to JULICH, end it arrived jugt in time ior our Alr Corps recepuion.
As a result, the 3d Babialion will not see ruch achticn in this campaign. The
original plan called for the L7 Volksgrenadicr Division to rolicve the 12 Infantry
Division on 16 November, This was impossible due To our heavy abteck oand cone-
cantraced artilicry fire., Tiacn cang & scrics ol conifiicting ordurs. @C
batitalion was ordered to occupy & positlon in a ccrbain sccoors 3 hours latir,
when the battalion was woll on 1S &y, it <mms recalled and ordercd to attack

in a differcent scctor, The regimental commanding of ficers gave ont onc set of
orders; vhc division conmanding officer gave othors, ond Coros hed its ovn idcass
In Gl meanting, 1in good weathel our air force vras having a facld day, and our
artillery was naldng good use of its ammnibion. On 13 lovember, ordcrs to ro-
1icve the 12 Division woere issucd again ond carricd out amidst great confusion.
AS our UroopsS ovorran the German linc ©ncC omits of the Volksgronadicr Division
were unablc to occuny fixed Hrenarct PositlonS, but found themsclves in a scetor
wiich they had not had time %o ¥ LComnoiture The lst Battalion, 10l Reginen®
found its nomesis on Hill 232, The Gormens advanccd to within 25-50 yards of our

-
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CAPTURED ROSTER

The followingz roster of officers of tie 10 egiment, L7 Volksgrenadier
Divisions was captured by the Fir st Infantry Division on 20 lovember, The
column, "Present Statush was tLaken from the recuids of the prisoner of war cage
the medical collecting companies, end LCHTLINONY cf risoners, Conbact with the
%D_}EJ, Regciment was first made on 17 ilo verber.  Tiis list swas compiied four days

bl o

NAME RANK UNTT PRESET STATUS
JOSEF KIMBACHER Lol GO, Decb. A o
ADOLF SCHuITEUL end LG, iegt s Staltl
KARL FRITZ 2nd Lt Rest, svall
HAIS=ULRICH LELRE Staff Vet, hegt, ovart
IEIIRICH BURGHARDT Adjubeant Kegt, Steff i)

KARL JUNGHEIIL 1st Lt. Regte SPRLTL

FRITZ LOBIUS mind 1.t, ¥azio Btall

ROLF HAUPT 5t Lo Hge Coe

OTTO WUSTER Capbs 1st Bn, Staff KLA

WILIELL SCHRODZL iede Qe 1st Bn. Staii

ARTHUR BBEIIGE Poymaster 15t Bn. Stafi

ARTUR STREIBLET 2nd L. lst Bne. Stafs

FRIZDRICH DOLES ond. Lt 1st bBn, Stafl KIA

WAL von BUTTLAR Capvs, ond Bn, Stefi =i

HEII % BRUNNELLUI na Lt ond Bn., Staff i |

WALTE:l LIEBERGALL end L, md Bn, Stafll WIA

ERIIST MAYH [fede Ce ond bn. Staiil WIA

VALTER TWISTEL paynasuer 2nd Bn. Stail

TRITZ DuRGBOLD Yab Tt 1st Cos 5]

FRITZ HoIlRICH 2nd Lte. 15t Coe

HORST tADISCH 2nd Lt, 2znd GCo,

ERUIN LUESL 2nd ILt. end Coe LA

FRITZ HOFMAMN nd Lo 3rd Coe

KARL ZCWHARDY 2nd Lbe Jrd Jos

WERNER SCHUTIOWSKI lst Lba Lioh Coe B

HATS OCLOQLZ “nd 1.0, bl Goid

FERDLLIAND VURL 2nd Lbs Lsh Co. KIA

RICHARD VOLER 2nd Lve 5011 GO Wik =1

VILEELY @ILKELLOR ist Lt, Hon Coe WLA

SIRGFRIED ZII'K na Lb. Gt Co. o

ARTUR TENIER 15t Live Ot Co. WIA

HUGO KOPPL 1st 10 Tth Coe. WiA i

KOIRAD vour HOBE end Lt, T Goe WiA
il 355 dth Co. KIA

OSKalR GOrL
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